CHAPTER II

FREEBOOTERS  OF THE AFGHAN BORDER

IF you were to roam the world from the Arctic
goldfields of Kotzebue Sound to the pearl-
fisheries of Thursday Island, you could find no
men more worthy of the title "desperado" than
the Pathans who live among these jagged, saw-
tooth mountains of the Afghan frontier. They
obey neither God nor man. Their only law is
the law of the rifle and the knife. More elusive
than the robber bands of Albania, more daring
than the Moros of Mindanao, more cunning
than the Yaquis of Sonoro, even more savage
than the Mongol bandits of Chinese Tibet are
these brigand sons of Benjamin, who say they
can trace their descent to the tribes carried away
from Palestine by Nebuchadnezzar.

The three main sub-divisions of the Pathans,
as the Afghan tribes along the North-West
Frontier of India are called, are the Mahsuds,